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Train kills 41 antelope 
By Jeff Obrecht
The Laramie Post

Forty-one antelope were killed 
May 17 when hit by a train near 
Laramie.

Laramie Wildlife Coordinator 
Bill Rudd said of the 41 pronghorn 
antelope killed, there were 14 
fawns, 13 does and 14 buck 
antelope. Fifteen were still alive 
when Rudd and Wildlife Supervisor 
Steve DeCecco arrived and had to 
be put down

“The pronghorn got into the 
fence right of way and could not get 
out,” said Rudd. 

“Fencing of railroad right-of- 

ways not only creates barriers to 
movement by pronghorn, they 
also contribute to mortality when 
pronghorn do get in and then cannot 
get out again.” 

Although this type of accident is 
rare, significant numbers of animals 
are killed per incident. Trains are 
responsible for a loss of many 
different species of wildlife. 

“As an example, within this same 
short stretch where the pronghorn 
were killed we found dead a 
porcupine, skunk and jackrabbit,” 
Rudd said. “Losses of deer to the 
railroad in Nugget Canyon also 
continue to be a problem and the 
railroad fences contribute to the 
problem.”

Rudd adds winter is when 
these types of losses occur most 
often because winter conditions 
concentrate pronghorn into larger 
groups and snow conditions in 
the adjacent areas make the snow 
free tracks an attractive place for 
pronghorn to run.

“There are no quick fixes to the 
problem of wildlife mortalities on 
the highways or train tracks,” he 
said. “There are some techniques 
like proper fencing construction and 
highway underpasses, which can 
be used to lower mortalities. This 
requires coordination with other 
government agencies, Wyoming 
Department of Transportation, 
Union Pacific Railroad and people.”

A train killed 41 antelope along a railroad track outside of Laramie.
Photo by Lucy Wold

Statute passed concerning gray wolf management
By Paul Smith
The Laramie Post

Wyoming’s recently-passed statute governing 
the management of the gray wolf is the state’s 
wolf plan and should be accepted as such by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Gov. Dave 
Freudenthal said this week.

The statute adopted by the Wyoming 
Legislature during the recent session offers 
thorough and specific guidance that responds 
to each of the conditions set forth by Fish 
and Wildlife at a meeting in December 2006, 
Freudenthal said in a letter to regional director 

Mitch King. 
“I am very interested in seeing the delisting 

process move forward,” he said. “I will 
accordingly outline for you the contours of the 
contingent wolf management plan contained in 
HB 213.”

Not only is the statute sufficient for Fish and 
Wildlife to remove the animals from federal 

protection in the state, but it’s better than the 
administratively-adopted plan that the service 
has requested, he added.

Despite the Fish and Wildlife Service’s request 
that the state develop a new wolf management 
plan in order to be included in its final rule to 
remove the animals from the Endangered Species 
List, Freudenthal said the state’s legislation does 
not allow for such a move without the meeting of 
pre-conditions included in the legislation.

“Instead, what we offer is a contingent plan 
in statute adopted by the Wyoming Legislature 
and signed by the Governor,” he said. “You have 
continually dismissed the statutory plan.”
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By Greg Tuttle
The Laramie Post

A Laramie man found dead last 
week in a smoldering house had 
his throat slashed and his face 
burned with a torch, prosecutors 
said in court documents filed 
Tuesday.

The grisly details of Michael 
Timothy Boerner’s death 
emerged at the first court 
appearance of his accused killer, 
Ricci Lee Hofferber. The 19-year-
old Laramie man was charged 
in Justice Court with deliberate 
homicide for the slaying in a 
rented house at 40 Jackson St. 
Hofferber will be arraigned 
Friday in District Court.
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“I am very interested in 
seeing the delisting process 

move forward”
-- Gov. Dave Freudenthal  


